LETTERS OP GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER       111
From General Butter to General Grant
Aug. 25,1864,5.30 P.M.
THE enemy made an attack on my picket line this morning at daylight, which has been kept up at intervals ever since. They have not forced it back. Prisoners captured say Mahone's Division has reenf orced Pickett. I suppose is reliev-
BENJ. F. BTJTLEE, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g. From General Sutler
Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C., in the Field, Aug 25$, '64
Lieut. Gen. GRANT, Comd'g., etc.
THE enemy made a charge on our picket line early this morning because of the information of some deserters who went over last night, saying that our troops were all moving away.
Thereupon, Gen. Pickett is reported saying that he wanted to straighten his line near Ware Bottom Church, and made a charge for that purpose with a very strong skirmish line.
For the moment our pickets were pressed back, but they recovered and charged in return, and retook all our own picket line and part of theirs.
The loss of the enemy is pretty large. Ours I have not yet learned, but it is trifling. We have captured fifteen prisoners. BENJ. F. BUTLEB, May. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler to General Grant
Aug. 25, 1864, 12.80
GEN. BIBNET reports that he has reestablished his picket line which was forced back by a charge from the enemy, that in a charge in return he has taken fifty prisoners, two commission officers. We have also five deserters. Our loss in killed and wounded is trifling. It was a plucky little affair on the part of Gen. Foster. As all seems to be going right now, I will at two o'clock start north. A telegram will reach me at Williard's, at 5th Avenue, N. Y., if you should desire to communicate with me.
I have turned over the command to Gen. Ord, the senior during my absence.
BENJ. F. BUTLEE, May. Geri*l. Comd'g.